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Outline

This is a test tool which provides a seamless progression from document verification, through test design and scripting, to test data preparation.

Stage 1

The outline test design is derived from the functional specification. At this stage, most errors, ambiguities and omissions in the document will be found and can be corrected before coding starts. This makes use just of Visio, no further software is required.

Stage 2
Additions are made to the Visio which provide extra information required for the test script, such as test case descriptions and mappings to business requirements. 

Simple codes are added to enable automated generation of test scripts suitable for direct import to Test Director. A set of VBA macros is required which need to be added to the Visio chart.
Stage 3

Further additions are made to the chart which define variables, and assign values to them. These values are used to populate test data record templates. 

The VBA macros will then create the data files. 

Testimonials:
1. Test Manager at Companies House, a UK Government agency
In an email, he says that members of the Mortgages team (using stage 2 of the tool) were raising 2 to 3 times more defects than other teams on similar areas of the project.

2. Blackwell publishing, Oxford

The Verification stage (1)  of the Trantor process identified a number of omissions in the logic of the (Rational Rose) design, which led to a substantial increase in the number of data structures (250%), and highlighted the need for many new methods for existing objects.

3. It was used successfully for creating complex Asset Securitization test data at ABN AMRO
4. It is in use for test design and test data creation on a BASEL II project at RBC Dexia in Luxembourg.
